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HOW TO READ MUSIC NOTES (QUICK-LEARN CHEAT SHEETS), Page 9

Finding Pitches (Note Letter Names) on the Piano Keyboard

Notice that the black keys come in alternating sets of 2 and 3. (That is, 2 black keys that are close together, and 3 black keys that are
close together.) This pattern repeats over and over across the piano keyboard.

You can learn the letter names of the white keys by remembering where they are in relationship to the sets of black keys.
For example, the white key that is immediately to the left of a set of 2 black keys is always the note, C. As another example, the note
to the right of a set of 3 black keys is always the note B.

Notice that, going from left to right, the white keys occur in alphabetical order, A through G. When you get to a G, then you have to
start all over again after the G with a higher A (since there are no notes that are named H through Z.)

The black key notes are in-between notes that are sharps or flats. Each black key has two names: A sharp name, and a flat name.
For example, if a black key is between C and D, then it is called either C# (C-Sharp) or Db (D-Flat).

If you already know how to play another instrument, such as a band instrument, then you already know how to read the notes on the
staff, so now all that you have to do to play your band songs on the piano is to use the keyboard picture above to help you find the

correct notes on the piano keyboard.

Notice that there is never a black key between E and F, and also never a black key between B and C.




